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Learning Objectives:

1.Explain the changes to the National Cervical 
Screening Program beginning 1/12/17

2.Apply the new cervical screening guidelines to your 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΩǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ



Learning Objective 1:

Explain the changes to the National Cervical Screening 
Program starting 1/12/17



CURRENT PAP TEST 
SCREENING

NEW CERVICAL 
SCREENING TEST

(CST)

Starting 1 December

Pap test every 2 years CST every 5 years

Current screening age: 
18-69 years

CST screening age: 
25-74 years 

New screening guidelines



üNew NationalCancer Screening Register (NCSR) is due 
2018.  Women will be invited by the NCSR to 
participate in screening. 

üWomen aged 70 to 74 years will be invited to have an 
ΨŜȄƛǘ ǘŜǎǘΩ

üOption for self-collected sample. 

What else is new?



Self collection

ñFor your patients that may have refused to 

screen, an alternate method of collection is 

available but patients must meet the 

eligibility criteria; be over 30 years of age 

and be overdue for their screening test by 

two years or more.ò 

Dept of Health, National Cervical Screening Program

Self-Collection Quick Reference Guide

http://www.cancerscreening.gov.au/internet/screening/publishing.nsf/Content/6D318177BD8D1D0ECA2581C4001C2F75/$File/CAN180 - Quick Reference Guide - Self Collected Vaginal Sample for HPV Test.pdf


1. LIMITATIONS of CURRENT TESTING

Reductions in cervical cancer incidence and mortality have 
plateaued over the last 10 years

Current program has had no impact on certain groupsςwomen 
< 25 years, subgroups of cancers (adenocarcinomas)

Clinical slides available from: http://ncphn.org.au/wcsc/cervical-screening-
workshop-presenter-slides/

Credit to Dr Jo Adendorff, Dr Brenda Rattray and Dr Renee Strazarri

Why are we changing the test?

http://ncphn.org.au/wcsc/cervical-screening-workshop-presenter-slides/


We have a BETTER TEST



Why are we changing the test?

άффΦт҈ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊǾƛȄ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ It± ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
Rather than looking at abnormal changes in the cells 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŜǇ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ It± ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ

Hear Dr Sweeney explain the change https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEbVEyiKUiY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEbVEyiKUiY


2. INCREASED KNOWLEDGE

The role of HPV in cervical lesions and cancer (causes 
>99% of cancer, most HPV infections will regress within 
18 months)

Pathogenesis of cervical cancer(most cancers take 10-15 
years to develop)

Why are we changing the test?



Letôs eradicate cervical cancer!



What is changing in our software?



Request

NB. Early preview ςsubject to change



Patient Record View

NB. Early preview ςsubject to change



What is changing in our software?



The Request form

Default test will be 
ά/{¢ wƻǳǘƛƴŜέ

Interface available from 1st December NB. Early preview ςsubject to change



References to Pap Test or Pap Smear have been renamed as Cervical Screening or 
Result, depending on context of the area adjusted.

Patient record view

NB. Early preview ςsubject to change

NB



We still need well managed practice recall and reminder systems

Whatôs not changing?



Learning Objective 2:

Apply the new cervical screening guidelines to your 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΩǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ



General Practice Standards

ñSome information may also be transferred to national 

state-based registers (eg. cervical screening etc)

Read RACGP 5th standards

RACGP 5th Standards Criterion 

C4.1 - Health promotion and preventive care

Remind patients when they need to have another 

screening (do not rely on patients receiving reminders 

from these registers).ò                                         

https://www.racgp.org.au/download/Documents/Standards/5th Edition/racgp-standards-for-general-practices-5th-edition.pdf


CƻǊ ΨǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎƛŀƴΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΥ

Ψ!/¢Lhb{Ωeg. Discuss screening, discuss smoking

Actions, Recalls and Reminders

REMINDERSeg. routine Cancer Screening Test 

(CST), immunisation, breast check

RECALLS(ie clinically significant/medico-legal)
egColposcopy



The inbuilt MD preventive health prompt will now use an interval of:

Å If the last pap test entry was recorded 
prior to 1st December 2017, the next interval will be 2 years

Å If the last cervical screen entry was recorded 
after 1 December 2017, next interval will be 5 years

New Preventive Health Prompts  

Scenario:

Scenario:
Å Patient last test was 2nd December 2017 (new program), and it is now 

2nd December 2023.The prompt displayed to the Clinician will be 
έ! ŎŜǊǾƛŎŀƭ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ a5 ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ р ȅŜŀǊǎΗέ

Å Patient last test was 15th June 2015 (old scheme), and it is now 
2nd December 2017.The prompt displayed to the Clinician will be 
έ! ŎŜǊǾƛŎŀƭ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ a5 ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ н ȅŜŀǊǎΗέ



Women who:

- are aged 25+ years will be invited into the new 
program 2 years after their last Pap test

- have had a Pap test below the age of 25 will 
be invited into the program at the routine 
screening age of 25 (explanatory letter to be 
sent by National Register)

Letôs discuss transition strategies:



Practices need:

ÅClear system

ÅGoals/Plan

ÅDefined roles

ÅCommunication

ÅTraining

Systematic preventive health management



Pathology Results

Radiology Results

Specialist Letters

Discharge Summaries

Scanned documents

Results (Inbox/Holding File Follow-up) óSystemô



Entering result

Inclusion of new risk categories:
- Low Risk 
- Intermediate Risk
- Higher Risk 
- Unsatisfactory

NB. The previous risk 
categories remain on this list 

to provide facility for 
Clinicians to record current 

and historical results.

NB. Early preview ςsubject to change



An effective óHolding Fileô system is vital
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See samples: http://trainitmedical.com.au/manuals-free-downloads/md-ps-free-templates

http://trainitmedical.com.au/manuals-free-downloads/md-ps-free-templates


An effective óInboxô practice system is vital
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Download a blank flowchart here:  http://trainitmedical.com.au/manuals-free-downloads/bp-software-resources-free-templates

http://trainitmedical.com.au/manuals-free-downloads/bp-software-resources-free-templates


An effective practice system is vital

Download a blank flowchart here:  http://trainitmedical.com.au/manuals-free-downloads/bp-software-resources-free-template
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http://trainitmedical.com.au/manuals-free-downloads/bp-software-resources-free-template


SCREENING PATHWAY



NB. Early preview ςsubject to change

New Recall/Reminder labels required



Tips for Success:

Á Define your system

Á Control your list

Á Label so patients donôt 

stress if they receive a 

sms or letter with the 

reason.

Weôve seen what can happen if weôre not careful:



Nowôs a great time to start data cleansing!



Save time, money AND minimize risk 

With a list like this how do you identify true recalls ie. Clinically 
significant/probability of harm/must follow-up/medico-legal/keep the doctor 
informed & document every single contact attempt? 
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Coming soon in Bp Premier

ÅSMS reminders

ÅPatient app ς
Ψ.Ŝǎǘ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ

5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ L¢ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ ΨwŜǎǳƭǘǎ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ BpSummit 2017 

http://trainitmedical.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Bp-Summit-Managing-Results-for-Clinicians-Presentation-Katrina-Otto-0417-final.pdf
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